
THE TREES OF
WEST

ROXBURY
With the neighborhood's tree lined streets and plentiful

green spaces, West Roxbury and its residents continue to

benefit from its mature urban forest.

Benefits of Trees

"It's important for the neighborhood to have
trees... they're as much a part of our

neighborhood as our houses and our yards"

-Mary Rafferty, West Roxbury resident

Improved Air Quality

Protection From High Temperatures

Beautification of Neighborhood

Stormwater Mitigation

Improved Public Health

Speak For The Trees

EmVision

Everyday Boston

John Hancock City of Boston Youth Engagement & Employment

MassCEC

Greening Youth Foundation

American Forests

Boston Beyond

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Special Thanks go to:



PAST
West Roxbury has a history of an abundant

urban forest and the neighborhood continues

to benefit from the trees of the past.

REDLINING AND
TREES

In the late 30's
neighborhoods were rated
according to their "risk" on a
scale of "A" meaning "Best"
to "D" meaning "Hazardous"

based on the demographics
of the neighborhood
The majority of West
Roxbury was rated a "B" by
the Home Owners' Loan
association, meaning "still
desirable"

To this day West Roxbury
remains an affluent, majority
white community due to the
consequences of redlining
Compared to other
neighborhoods in Boston
with lower ratings, West
Roxbury has much more
tree cover, bringing up
questions about equity and
environmental justice.  

Aerial photo of
West Roxbury,

1925

GREEN SPACES
West Roxbury is home to several beautiful
parks and reservations, including  part of
Stony Brook Reservation, where the historic
Bellevue water towers sit
Parks such as Billings Field have existed in
the neighborhood for over a century
Millennium Park in was originally a landfill,
but was renovated in the mid to late
nineties and now offers residents soccer
fields, walking trails, and access to the
Charles River

Crane's Street Map of the Boston Area. Pinterest, www.pinterest.com/pin/350366045989395391/. Accessed 12 Aug. 2020.
Fairchild Aerial Surveys, inc. Boston. West Roxbury. 1925. Web. 12 Aug 2020. <https://ark.digitalcommonwealth.org/ark:/50959/8k71nx37t>.
Image of Old and New Water Towers on Bellevue Hill. May 1957. The West Roxbury History Page, Facebook, 11 July 2015, www.facebook.com/The-
West-Roxbury-History-Page-854804617923497/?__tn__=k*F&tn-str=k*F. Accessed 12 Aug. 2020.
Pisut, Dan. "'Redlining' and Exposure to Urban Heat Islands." ArcGIS, Esri, 24 Feb.
2020,www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.htmlwebmap=1d7c77f1b13c4a688bf123fd469d9792&extent=-71.4426,42.2044,-70.7196,42.5372.
Accessed 12 Aug. 2020. Map.
Rafferty, Mary. Interview. 7 Aug. 2020.



PRESENT
Today, West Roxbury has many trees and green

spaces that benefit the neighborhood and need to
be protected.

PROTECTING
OUR TREES

In 2015, a large gas
pipeline was built
through West
Roxbury, despite
protests from
residents. Gas leaks
are one of the largest
threats to urban
forests and damage
trees by polluting
the soil. 

PARKS 

West Roxbury residents have access to many parks. Some of the largest
include Millennium Park, Billings Field, and the Allandale Woods. There are
23.06 acres of protected open space for every thousand residents in West
Roxbury, which is over 3 times Boston's average.

AIR
QUALITY

The tree canopy of West
Roxbury has dramatic
effects on the air quality
in the neighborhood.

Compared to other
neighborhoods in Boston,

West Roxbury has much
lower amounts of air
pollution, which is taken
out of the air by trees.    

"My neighbors always
say that 'West Roxbury

has the best air in
Boston,' There is

something about it
that just feels fresh," 

- Katie Carr, West Roxbury

resident

Maps created by Raquel Jimenez from 2018 5-Year American Community Survey data
Carr, Katie. Personal interview. 30 Jul 2020.
Boson Parks and Recreation Department, “Community Open Space & Recreation Mission.” Open Space Plan 2002-2006, City of
Boston, www.cityofboston.gov/parks/pdfs/os3o.pdf.
Hunter, Maxine. Personal interview. 3 August 2020.
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FUTURE
West Roxbury's extensive tree canopy has provided

countless benefits to its residents, so it's time to
consider how it can be preserved for future

generations.

What threats are over the horizon?

And how can we mitigate them?

Gas Leaks

Climate Change

New Developments

Underground gas lines can leak into the soil, and
deprive trees of oxygen. The removal and
replacement of dead street trees costs the city and its
residents thousands in tax dollars.

Climate change affects all life on Earth, and trees can
help mitigate some of the repercussions. Trees can
prevent floods, and even save on heating and cooling
costs.

As the city population grows, more housing and office
developments will take place. This also means that
existing trees will be removed, and buildings will take
their place.

Monitor trees planted along gas lines. By keeping a close
eye on at-risk trees, harmful leaks could be discovered
before any obvious evidence of pipe damage. Treating

sick trees early on gives them the best chance of survival

Care for our trees. West Roxbury is incredibly
fortunate to have the most tree cover in the city of

Boston. Preserving it is vital to ensure a sustainable
future.

Requiring developers to replace or carbon offset
any trees removed or damaged during

construction ensures that the benefits trees have
to offer continue to do so in the future 

Ways to get involved:

Learn more about Boston's urban forest:
https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-
recreation/caring-bostons-urban-forest
Find out how to get a street tree planed:
https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-
recreation/how-get-tree-planted-city-land
Non-profit Organizations: Mothers Out Front, American
Forests, Environmental League of MA, Mass Audubon

- City of Boston. “How to Get a Tree Planted on City Land.” Boston.gov, 14 July 2016,
www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/how-get-tree-planted-city-land.

Wasser, Miriam. “Street Trees Could Help Boston Adapt To Climate Change. If They Can Survive,
That Is.” Street Trees Could Help Boston Adapt To Climate Change. If They Can Survive, That Is |
Earthwhile, WBUR, 23 Jan. 2020, www.wbur.org/earthwhile/2020/01/23/boston-urban-forest-street-
trees.

O'Laughlin, Frank. “Map Reveals 147 Natural Gas Leaks in West Roxbury.” West Roxbury, MA Patch,
Patch, 24 Aug. 2015, patch.com/massachusetts/westroxbury/map-reveals-147-natural-gas-leaks-
west-roxbury.
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